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Chevron Seeks Approval for Luzerne Twp Fracking Wastewater Storage & Redistribution 
System

On Wednesday, December 13, 2017, the Fayette County Zoning Hearing Board will hold a hearing of critical 
importance to all who are concerned about the health, safety, and environmental impacts of the natural gas industry 
in Fayette County. Chevron has applied for a Special Exception as a Public/Private Works Facility for its Dogbone 
Centralized Water Facility. The Legal Notice for this hearing gives almost no information about what kind of 
facility this is, but Fayette Marcellus Watch has been tracking this since the 4/30/17 issue of Fayette County 
Marcellus Shale Permits. As described to Fayette County in its notification under a state law called Act 14, the 
facility will consist of “six (6) 1,000,000-gallon capacity, steel storage tanks for storage and processing (consisting 
of mixing and settling) of flowback, produced water, brine, and freshwater at the Dogbone Centralized Tank Pad in 
Luzerne Township, Fayette County, Pennsylvania.”

Completely missing from its notifications to Fayette County is the crucial information that Chevron intends to 
connect the tank farm to its existing network of water pipelines in Luzerne Twp. This network already includes the 
Dog Bone Water Line, the 4-H (Young) Water Line, and located in the Monongahela River Chevron’s Monongahela 
River Source 47. The water line connections will establish a clear hydrological pathway between the Dogbone 
Centralized Water Facility and the Monongahela River, protected only by an “intake valve” at the Mon. Chevron 
has shown in its application materials to DEP that it intends to run frackwater through pipelines in both directions, 
including apparently from well pads to the central tank farm. However, Chevron initially reported to Fayette 
County that these pipelines would only be transporting “water” — no mention at all that they will be transporting 
residual waste from fracking operations. 

Flowback and produced water result from fracking and are known to contain extremely harmful, dangerous 
substances, and are frequently radioactive. As a result, DEP requires Chevron to submit information describing the 
precautions they will take to avoid exposing the public to radioactivity. However, the information Chevron has 
submitted for the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility is seriously incomplete because it does not describe the 
project as an integrated system detailing the full extent of both storage tanks and waterlines.

The Fayette County Zoning Code includes a very strong provision on radioactivity, §1000-502, which prohibits 
“activities that emit radioactivity at any point”. The Zoning Hearing Board must address this issue at the hearing on 
12/13/17. Citizens concerned about exposure to radioactivity should attend the hearing to express these concerns.

At the Fayette Marcellus Watch web site you can get an integrated map of all these facilities shown for what they 
are: an Integrated Frackwater Storage & Redistribution System. The map is included below, and is available at: 
http://faymarwatch.org/happening/permits/Dogbone_Water_System.jpg .

The hearing before the Zoning Hearing Board will take place on Wednesday, 12/13/17, at 12:30 p.m. at the Public 
Service Building, 22 East Main Street in Uniontown, PA. The hearing is open to the public, and concerned residents 
are encouraged to attend.

Fayette Marcellus Watch is an informally organized group for Information, Education, and Accountability on 
Marcellus Shale issues in Fayette County and SW Pennsylvania. For more information contact Jim Rosenberg, 
(724) 785-9398, jr@amanue.com, www.faymarwatch.org. The signature activity of Fayette Marcellus Watch is the 
bulletin Fayette County Marcellus Shale Permits; the current issue is always available at 
http://www.faymarwatch.org/happening/permits/current.shtml .
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